
 

 

The Words of AdventThe Words of AdventThe Words of AdventThe Words of Advent    

We have moved so quickly from Thanksgiving into Advent that I’m already behind 
− at least culturally.  The liturgical church celebrates Advent as a time for prepara-
tion and anticipation of Immanuel, God with Us.  We claim to focus on advent 
thoughts like hope, peace, joy, and love.  This past Sunday, Margie Paynton 
preached beautifully about hope and the light of the world.  She noted that Christ is 
the Light of the World, and we followers are also the light of the world, but I think 
it’s hard to shine very brightly and anticipate in hope when my spiritual self is so 
out of touch with the world around me.  The world is already singing Christmas 
carols, but I’m only singing less familiar Advent songs.  The world around me is 
focused on presents to buy and wrap at the same time I’m supposed to be looking 
for a sign that whispers God is present among us.  My dilemma shouts the paradox 
that God calls us to be at the same time both of the world and not of the world.  
What do you hear? 

Among the “Advent words,” peace and joy caught my attention.  In the midst of 
Christmas chaos that grows increasingly frantic as we approach December 25, what 
Advent message do peace and joy have for us in 2009? What I hear from peace is 
the call to find peaceful, quiet moments in the middle of noisy days.  Peace says, 
“take a daily walk, Nancy.  Find a quiet time and space at home to think about 
peace and the One Who Brings Peace.  Intentionally make time to read and reflect 
on the stories in Coming Home.”  Lynn Gaertner-Johnston has carefully gathered 
many of our stories and designed a lovely Advent booklet with UBC in mind.  In 
the middle of Christmas busyness, I hear peace saying, “pause and wait, read and 
listen.”  This is what I hear.  What do you hear? 

Joy says something quite different to me.  Joy shouts music to me.  Joy shouts wor-
ship.  The act of singing brings me joy, but so does hearing Margie play and our 
choir and soloists sing.  We may be singing Advent hymns at worship in church 
while we hear Christmas carols in shops, in our cars, and living rooms, but all of 
the music is about Immanuel, God with Us.  Our world celebrates with carols be-
fore we do, but even if our time table is different, I hear joy saying sing Advent 
songs with a new voice and listen to elevator music with new ears.  All of this joy-
ful noise calls us to a birthday celebration.  This is what I hear.  What do you hear? 

Peace and joy, blessings and love to you all. 

− Nancy 
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Among OurselvesAmong OurselvesAmong OurselvesAmong Ourselves    

We are delighted to welcome Rev. Carol Franklin Sutton as a new member. 
Carol comes to UBC from Calvary Baptist Church in Norristown, Pennsylvania. 
She retired from the national staff of ABCUSA and moved back home to Seattle, 
where she now lives in West Seattle. Carol says she is looking forward to getting 
to know folks and being involved in the life of our congregation. Also, she just 
returned from a vacation in Greece with her sister. Welcome home, Carol!... Con-
gratulations to Jim Paynton, whose high school band was named “Best in Parade” 
in Auburn’s Veteran’s Day parade… It was wonderful to see many Payntons in 
worship on November 29, when Margie preached beautifully on the hope and 
light of Advent. Thank you, Margie!… We share our deepest sympathy with Shari 

Peterson, whose sister Morna died recently after a long illness… Congratulations 
and many blessings to Lisa Nordlander and her new baby Rebecca Ann, born at 
6 pounds 9 ounces early last month… Many blessings to Brooke and Mary Rol-

ston on their 25th wedding anniversary…We congratulate David Bloom on his 
courageous run for Seattle City Council so consistent with his values, and we pray 
for David’s new endeavors, whatever they may be… Ralph Haugerud and Mar-

tha Bean spent a lovely vacation on Maui, grateful for frequent-flyer miles and 
the gift of a time-share. Welcome home to Peter Haugerud, who arrived recently 
on a cross-country train from the Southeast… Kathryn Jans and Elizabeth Pat-

rick enjoyed visiting their godsons and friends in the Bay area for Thanksgiving, 
and Eric Brown had a good time with family in Indiana… Jackie Lamont and all 
of us were delighted to welcome Jackie’s niece Heather to worship on a recent 
Sunday… Daniel Hannah has a new address: 5115 S. Brandon Street, Seattle, 
WA 98118… Congratulations to CoraLea and John’s son John, who got a new 
job at Washington State University in Pullman, and to their grandson Andy, who 
will join AmeriCorps in New York City in January... Congratulations to Ashley 

Smith, who earned a job promotion…We enjoyed Enid’s extended visit, but as of 
December 5, she is back in California… We pray for a safe return home from Af-
rica for Lin Carlson… We rejoice that Susan’s father is doing well and that 
Ginny experienced successful facial surgery. We pray for healing and courage for 
many: for Priscilla, who is in the nursing wing of her residence; for Alethea, who 
is experiencing difficulties with her leg; for Helen; for Nancy’s husband, Stan; for 
Rhonda’s nephew, age 2, who has been diagnosed with autism; for Marilyn’s 
painting teacher, who is suffering from extensive cancer; and for Mary Clare’s 
niece, who is carrying the burden of the care of her father. We pray for neighbors, 
coworkers, and friends who are struggling… Reminder: Mark your calendar for 
Thursday, December 17, at 7 p.m. if you would like to hear Valerie Foster and 
Eva Gaertner-Johnston perform in the winter concert at Ballard High School. 
Happy, holy holidays! 

Happy DecemberHappy DecemberHappy DecemberHappy December    

Birthday:Birthday:Birthday:Birthday:    

12/2 Annie Mix 

12/27 Phineas Porch 

12/28 Virginia Bishop 

 

If your birthday isn’t listed 

here please contact the of-

fice so we can add you to 

our list! 

– Thanks to Lynn Gaertner-Johnston for compiling “Among Ourselves.” If you 
have news to share, contact Lynn at lynngaertner-johnston@comcast.net or leave 
a message with the UBC office: 206-632-5188. 

Remember…. We have 
an active Congregational 

Care Team at UBC. If you 
or someone you know at 
church is sick, needs pas-
toral care or has prayer 
concerns, please contact 
Jackie Lamont, our Con-
gregational Care Team 
Coordinator, at 206-985-

7927 or  
jblamont@mindspring.com 

If you could help by 
making a meal, visiting or 
writing a card please  

contact Jackie. 

We thank Jackie for serv-
ing as Team Lead the last 
few years, and welcome 
Suzan Blais-Wilkerson as 
Congregational Care 
Team Lead in January. 
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Pastoral Selection Committee Hosts “What We Believe” MeetingsPastoral Selection Committee Hosts “What We Believe” MeetingsPastoral Selection Committee Hosts “What We Believe” MeetingsPastoral Selection Committee Hosts “What We Believe” Meetings    
The focus of the Pastoral Selection Committee this past fall has been to complete a church profile.  We’ve worked on 
the demographics, history, congregational style, how others see us, our church life and worship survey from meetings, 
questionnaires and our fall retreat. The last two sections are “What We Believe” and “Our Vision for Ministry”.  In 
order to complete these sections, the committee hosted several small group discussions at church and in members’ 
homes. 

Comments from participants indicated a desire to continue to have such discussions. Many felt that it was important to 
define their beliefs, discuss them with others, and recall what drew them to UBC in the first place. 

The committee will continue to meet throughout December so they can present the draft of the UBC profile to the 
congregation at the annual meeting in January. It is from this document that we will then begin our search for our new 
minister. 

“Coming Home” Advent Booklets Are Here“Coming Home” Advent Booklets Are Here“Coming Home” Advent Booklets Are Here“Coming Home” Advent Booklets Are Here    
Thanks to everyone who contributed stories for our Advent Devotional 
Booklet, and special thanks and applause to Lynn Gaertner-Johnston 
for putting them together into a beautiful booklet! Be sure to pick one 
up in the Narthex if you haven’t already. If you are out of town or oth-
erwise unable to get to church the next few weeks, contact Meesh in 
the office and we can mail you a copy. 

When in Our Music God is GlorifiedWhen in Our Music God is GlorifiedWhen in Our Music God is GlorifiedWhen in Our Music God is Glorified    
CDs from the June UBC Choir Concert are available – order yours today! They are $10 each and would make a great 
gift for music lovers. The recording features choral music performed by the UBC Choir in celebration of its music 
ministry, its building, and God the giver of music itself. Sign up on the form in the Narthex or call the UBC office to 
get this limited-edition CD – payment is due upon delivery. 

Dunshee House Christmas Tree LotDunshee House Christmas Tree LotDunshee House Christmas Tree LotDunshee House Christmas Tree Lot    
This year UBC youth will volunteer at the Dunshee House Christmas tree lot on Sunday, December 
13th from noon until 3pm. Dunshee House is the home of the Seattle AIDS Support group. Help support 
their programs with your purchase of a tree from their lot - open now until Christmas Eve. Dunshee 
House is located at: 303 17th Avenue East on Capitol Hill in Seattle; for more information go to 
www.dunsheehouse.org or call (206) 322-2437. 

Join Your UBC Family for the Christmas Eve PartyJoin Your UBC Family for the Christmas Eve PartyJoin Your UBC Family for the Christmas Eve PartyJoin Your UBC Family for the Christmas Eve Party    
After the 7pm Christmas Eve Service stay for a Christmas movie, snacks and good cheer in the McAfee Parlor. 
Rhonda will provide snacks for everyone, and we’ll have a dessert potluck − please bring about 2 to 3 servings of des-
sert to share so we don’t wind up with an overabundance of treats. See you there! 

 

Come Home for Christmas 



 

 

I am thrilled that the lighthouse is a symbol we’re using in Advent. I am proud to 
have helped in a small way in the creation of our new lighthouse banner in the 
sanctuary. I love lighthouses almost as much as Margie.  And this theme has 
been with us at UBC for some time.  In my first article for the Beacon as Mod-
erator last January, I wrote: 

In Tim’s sermon on Epiphany Sunday, he told us to find our wisdom and 

follow our guiding light. He had us all read our mission statement, which I 

recall helping to write with the rest of the congregation at a time when we 

really needed a guiding light. Of course I thought of the lighthouse in our 

lovely stained glass window, but I also thought of a wise woman I met a few 

years ago. She told me that when she was overcome with pain, she envi-

sioned her pain as a black hole in her stomach that would reopen whenever 

a new sorrow occurred, rekindling all past pain. She said that she then fo-

cused on a point in her forehead, a “third eye;” her pain receded and wis-

dom and hope took over.  

When I first heard about Tim being selected at Seattle First Baptist, I felt 

that black hole open up, and I didn’t like the feelings I felt. I shifted my fo-

cus to my guiding light and then I was able to see the strength of our won-

derful community, hear Tim tell of his new calling and see the possibilities 

of the path that lie ahead. 

This year we have worked together through pain and uncertainty. We’ve come together 
with hope and disappointment in the process of selling our building. We’ve become ac-
quainted with Nancy, our interim minister, and have talked about who we are, where we’re 
going and what we believe. 

We have shifted the focus of our community to that guiding light.  And now in advent we 
look towards the light of promise, hope, joy, peace and love.  We think about the promise 
of an infant and the hope any parent has for a blessed life for their child. Every year at 
Christmas that hope is renewed. We looked towards the light to focus on the promise of 
God’s love. 

Thanksgiving now seems to be “Black Friday Eve”, the day before the launch of Christmas 
shopping mania. But, I think it’s wonderful to have Thanksgiving right before Christmas. 
It’s wonderful to say “thank you” out loud and to name your blessings.  With your heart 
full of thanks, it’s even better to look ahead to the light of hope and peace. 

I am grateful for a year of working together with all of you to become more independent 
and resourceful. I am grateful for all of the hard work to sort through a century of collected 
possessions and plan for a move. I am grateful for the discussions and questions about who 
we are and where we’re going. I am grateful for defining our values and beliefs. With this 
abundance I feel our beacon is brighter than ever. 

I wish you the blessings and peace this Christmas.  It has been an honor to be your modera-
tor this past year and I am confident that we will be following our guiding light as we enter 
2010. 

– Joy Smith 
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2010 Team Leads and Officers2010 Team Leads and Officers2010 Team Leads and Officers2010 Team Leads and Officers    

Thank you to those who have served as officers and team leads in 2009.  Thank you to the following members who 
have accepted leadership roles for the upcoming year: 

Moderator 2010 …………………………………………. Daniel Hannah 

Moderator Elect 2011 …………………………………... Rhonda Hue 

Church Clerk…………………………………………….. Joanne Wright 

Treasurer…………………………………………………. Mary Clare Benson 

Financial Secretary………………………………………. Marilee Nielsen 

Finance Team Leads…………………………………….. Marilee Nielsen and Mary Clare Benson 

Church Life Team Lead…………………………………. Suzan Blais-Wilkerson 

Learning and Play Team Lead ………………………….. Sadie Cunningham 

Mission Support/Peace and Justice Team Lead …………. Joy Smith 

Pastor/Staff Relations Team Lead ………………………. Elizabeth Patrick 

Volunteer Coordinator…………………………………... Rhonda Hue 

Pastoral Selection Committee Chair………………………. Mary Rolston 

Historian……………………………………………………. Margie Paynton 
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Thanks for Your Support of Soles4SoulsThanks for Your Support of Soles4SoulsThanks for Your Support of Soles4SoulsThanks for Your Support of Soles4Souls    
Over the last year, this congregation has contributed nearly 150 pairs of shoes, boots and sandals to the Soles4Souls 
organization.  Your contributions have benefitted many in underdeveloped countries or areas where people are trying 
to recover from disasters of one kind or another, including Hurricane Katrina in New Orleans. Soles4Souls has distrib-
uted nearly 4 million pairs of shoes since it started its work after the Asian tsunami in 2004. 

The National Geographic “The Green Guide” includes Soles4Souls in an 8-page story highlighting efforts of shoe 
charity to distribute shoes across the world.  It is estimated that more than 300 million children are shoeless world-
wide.  Please visit the web site www.Soles4Souls.org for additional information.. 

I will continue to collect gently used shoes, sandals and boots as long as people continue to bring them to UBC. Your 
support is greatly appreciated. 

− Marilee Nielsen 

Thanks for Your Support of the University Churches Emergency FundThanks for Your Support of the University Churches Emergency FundThanks for Your Support of the University Churches Emergency FundThanks for Your Support of the University Churches Emergency Fund    
We sent over $200 in contributions and bags of much-needed toiletries and socks to the University Churches Emer-
gency Fund (UCEF) last month. UCEF helps families in danger of eviction stay in their homes, homeless people move 
into permanent housing, and the travel-size toiletries are a big help to those in need. Thank you! 



 

 

2009 Seattle Race Conference Summary2009 Seattle Race Conference Summary2009 Seattle Race Conference Summary2009 Seattle Race Conference Summary    

On a cool, sunny, and early Saturday morning, several 
UBC family members − John Doty, Bev Spears, Tom 
Nielsen, David Bloom and I − attended the 2009 Seattle 
Race Conference.  The conference was held at the Jerry 
Brockey Conference Center at South Seattle Community 
College and had seven hours of well-prepared material 
for the hungry at heart. 

An opening prayer lead by chairwoman Cecile Hansen 
from the Duwamish Tribe gave us participants a chance 
to prepare for an all-day conversation about working to-
gether to end racism.  L. Charles Jones, the conference 
chair and a huge advocate for social justice welcomed the 
attendees and reviewed the agenda of the day. Charles is 
well-known in the community for his volunteer work in 
several organizations that promote grass-root changes. 

Prior to our keynote speaker, a true school b-girl, Laura 
“Piece” Kelley gave a heartfelt, inspiring, and thought-
provoking performance of prophetic poetry slam that has 
won her many awards since 2000.  Piece has been fea-
tured on HBO’s Def Poetry Jam and has earned a perma-
nent place in the archives of Seattle’s Experience Music 
Project. I purchased a CD of her award winning songs 
and will share with others who would like to hear her 
soulful pieces of poetry music. 

Dwayne Marsh, Senior Director for policy engagement 
for Policylink, was our keynote speaker and I thought he 
was amazing. He identified for the audience the barriers 
to create action implementations and sustained activism. 
He focused on Race/Class/Economy when discussing 
areas of concerns with policy engagement.  Dwayne 
talked about people-based strategic goals, not govern-
ment based goals; effective ways to reduce local disparity 
and community participation of ownership and develop-
ment. I found that he was an excellent resource for poli-
cies regarding the equity movement and development 
initiatives that address continuing disparities in afford-
able housing, transportation investments, and environ-
mental justice. I felt engaged with the information pro-
vided and was able to walk away with more knowledge 
on key policy strategy. You can find out more by visiting 
their website at www.policylink.org. 

The audience broke up after the question and answer ses-
sion with Dwayne Marsh and headed to the morning 
workshops. I attended the Community Capacity-Building 
through Leadership Training which was led by Kimber-
lee Archie of the City of Seattle Neighborhoods. We ex-

plored how leadership training focused 

on historically underrepresented groups can build capac-
ity for increased engagement.  We had an exercise of de-
veloping ideas on learning how to build stronger relation-
ships by an interactive process.  Our group project was 
on youth in the Central and Southeast neighborhoods.  
Our group had six people ranging from age 18 to early 
60s.  It was a delight to hear how the different genera-
tions − baby-boomers, Generation X, and the current 
youth generation − offered good ideas such as skill build-
ing workshop in classroom setting with the youth, skill 
practice in the community, skill building through the arts, 
and an interactive process with a showcase finale.  Some 
of the observations were to connect interests with com-
munity needs, have the capacity to articulate interest in 
civic engagement, and build bridges across cultures, lan-
guage, age, and ethnicity.  I liked how the group allowed 
everyone to be open and welcoming in achieving the 
group’s project. 

Once the morning workshops were completed, we had a 
wonderful box lunch that was environmentally friendly 
and the vegetarian lunch was very good. During our 
lunch break, our keynote speaker was none other than 
Professor Henry McGee. It was really cool, being a trans-
plant to Seattle, to have a lesson on the past 20 years of 
gentrification in the Central area of Seattle.  It was amaz-
ing, yet revolting, how much change took place over 20 
years because people of power have the privilege to 
make changes because they can.  No thought about how 
this power will impact others who are not privileged.  
Our world is so materialistic that it’s easy for the wealthy 
to pave (pay) their way to what is best solely for their 
needs instead of the community. Professor McGee is cur-
rently the Professor of Law at Seattle University and I 
must say, has a quite a bit of humor. 

Piece returned to give us a performance on her hip hop 
rap version of Military.  She spoke to the audience with 
her deep emotional voice as her words of poetry washed 
over us and received a standing ovation from the audi-
ence.  On the tear meter, she got four tears from me. 

The conference group was proud to honor the work of the 
Delridge Neighborhood Development Association 
(DNDA) and Sili Savusa with the 2009 Racial Justice 
Award.  I was so proud for this group because I worked 
with the DNDA back in 2003 on the lease-up of the 
Vivian McLean Apartments and Library.  The affordable 
housing units were much needed and broke the ground 
for more endeavors. 
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After the awards, we headed for our afternoon work-
shops.  I attended the Incarceration and Gentrification 
workshop.  Gentrification is the process by which higher-
income households displace lower-income residents of a 
neighborhood, changing the essential character and fla-
vor of that neighborhood (from “Dealing with Neighbor-
hood Change: A Primer on Gentrification and Policy 
Choices” by the Brookings Institution.). There was a 
panel presentation co-Facilitated by Mary Flowers, or-
ganizer with the People’s Institute Northwest, The Black 
Prisoners Caucus and the Village of Hope, and an inter-
active discussion to help the audience collectively under-
stand how these issues play out in the context of racism 
and how people are impacted.  Did you know that the US 
incarcerates more people than any country in the world, 
including the far more populous nation of China?  Did 
you know that 1 in 265 women and 1 in 100 men are be-
hind bars? Between 1987 and 2007 the national prison 
population nearly tripled.  As if these statistics were not 
bleak enough, the racial breakdown is far more disturb-
ing. 

We were lead into further discussion on what it’s like 
coming “home” and several panel members who were 
incarcerated gave us some disturbing facts.  No housing, 
because you will not qualify under any affordable hous-
ing program; a person can not go back into “the 
neighborhood” because it is “a bad influence” while on 
parole; no job because you are deemed “no good” and 
you might “steal” or “be on drugs” again; and you are not 
able to participate in social and civil liberties because of 
being incarcerated.  These were a few of the points of the 
discussion with two wonderful men who shared their sto-
ries while holding their beautiful sons in their arms.  
They had assistance and support to make their life better 
for them, their families, and their children.  The Black 
Prisoners Caucus called for more volunteers, allies, sup-
porters, and voices to make a difference for the most af-
fected in prison.  Please visit the website today 
(www.blackprisonerscaucus.org) and make yourself an 
advocate for the thousands who needs your voice; we are 
our sisters and brothers keepers. 

At last, I leave you with some principles on undoing ra-
cism in organizing. Use them well, and be the person to 
make a change, whether small or large − all changes add 
up to bigger results. 

1. Learn from history: history is a tool for effective or-
ganizing. Understanding the lessons of history frees us to 
create a more humane future. 

2. Sharing culture: culture is the life support system of a 

community. If a community’s culture is respected and 
nurtured, the community’s health and power will grow. 

3. Developing leadership: anti-racist leadership needs to 
be developed intentionally and systematically within lo-
cal communities and organizations. 

4. Maintaining accountability: to organize with integrity 
requires us to be in accountable relationships (two-way) 
with communities most impacted by racism. 

5. Networking: the growth of an effective broad-based 
movement for social transformation requires networking 
or “building a net that works”. As the movement devel-
ops a strong net, people are less likely to fall through. 

6. Analyzing power: as a society, we often believe that 
individuals and/or their communities are solely responsi-
ble for their conditions. Through the analysis of institu-
tional power, we identify and unpack the systems exter-
nal to the community that fuel internal community dy-
namics and racial disparities. 

7. Gatekeeping: persons who work in institutions often 
function as gatekeepers and ensure that the institutional 
racism is perpetuated. By operating with anti-racist val-
ues, networking and maintaining accountable relation-
ships to communities, the gatekeeper is better poised to 
be an agent of institutional transformation. 

8. Undoing internalized racial oppression: internalized 
racial oppression is a multi-generational dehumanizing 
process that impacts white people and people of color. 
• Internalized racial inferiority is the acceptance of and 
acting out of an inferior definition of self, rooted in the 
historical designation of one’s race.  Over many genera-
tions, this process of disempowerment and disenfran-
chisement expresses itself in self-defeating behaviors. 
• Internalized racial superiority is the acceptance of and 
acting out of a superior definition of self that is rooted in 
the historical designation of one’s race.  Over many gen-
erations, this process of accessing unearned privileges, 
institutional power and advantages is internalized as nor-
mal, as is the exclusion of others from access based on 
race. 

9. Identifying and analyzing the manifestation of ra-
cism: individual acts of racism are supported by institu-
tions and are nurtured by the societal practices such as 
militarism and cultural racism which enforce and per-
petuate racism. 

− Rhonda Hue 
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During the business meeting on Sunday Nov. 15, I passed a 
sign-up sheet around so that UBC could vote to choose Teen 
Feed as a short term outreach mission project, and you said 
“Yes” by volunteering.  Teen Feed is a program of University 
Street Ministry whose goal is to help youth deal with issues of 
homelessness and displacement.  Teen Feed serves 11,000 

meals each year to more than 600 youth in a safe environment 
and help youth find housing and jobs through Service Links 

for Youth, the only outreach-based support program in Seat-
tle's University District.  In addition, Teen Feed responds to 
emergency and urgent needs that include bus tickets home, per-
sonal care items, and crisis intervention. 

Teen Feed has been providing meals Sunday through Thursday 
evenings and will add Fridays as a sixth night beginning in 
January.  This is where we come in.  For four months January 
through April, UBC will provide at least two volunteers for the 
Friday night Teen Feed.  Our neighbor University Christian 
Church will host this meal, and they, too will provide addi-
tional volunteers.  Teen Feed has a staff meal coordinator who 
gathers the food, develops the menus, and helps the kitchen 
volunteers.  In addition to the kitchen duties Teen Feed has vol-
unteer advocates who sit with youth during the meals, listen, 
encourage, and provide an emotionally safe setting.  Not only 
will our kitchen volunteers help provide meals for these youth, 
an added benefit for us is that we will become familiar with the 
University Christian space that we hope to share in the near 
future. 

We have a few Fridays that still need two volunteers; plus, feel 
free to be the third or fourth volunteer for a night.  We have the 
signup list in the office.  Call in to add your name or sign up on 
Sunday. 

− Nancy 

Give to Teen Feed 

We are collecting items that homeless and dis-
placed youth need that will be distributed 
through Teen Feed.  Please note that gift cards 
should not exceed $40. 

• Gift cards – (Fred Meyer, Target, Safeway, 
movie theaters, Bookstores, Best Buy, Good 
Will – max value of $40) 

• Sleeping bags 
• Backpacks 
• Warm hooded sweatshirts – L to XXXL, 

dark colors 
• New socks 
• Gloves, hats, scarves 
• Blankets 
• Water bottles 
• Disposable hand warmers 
• Batteries – AA, AAA 
• Battery operated travel alarm clocks 
• Journals and notebooks 
• New underwear (both men’s & women’s) 
• Flashlights 
• Work boots 
• Packets of bus tickets 
• African American hair products 
• Travel-sized toiletries 
• Combs and brushes 
• Packaged food - granola bars, nuts, etc. 
• Dried dog and cat food 

Teen Feed Volunteers Needed for Friday NightsTeen Feed Volunteers Needed for Friday NightsTeen Feed Volunteers Needed for Friday NightsTeen Feed Volunteers Needed for Friday Nights    

Change for ChangeChange for ChangeChange for ChangeChange for Change    

The Penny Project seeks to raise awareness of the extent of child poverty throughout 
the United States and Puerto Rico, and support for programs and ministries respond-
ing to the needs of children in poverty. Bring your pennies between now and Easter.  
Our goal is to collect a penny for every child living in poverty in the State of Wash-
ington—250,000 pennies.  Because I’m sure you will ask, we will take nickels and 
dimes.  Rhonda has provided a large jar for our collections.  Empty your pockets and 
purses and bring your change to make a change. 
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Camp Burton Men’s Conference January 29 Camp Burton Men’s Conference January 29 Camp Burton Men’s Conference January 29 Camp Burton Men’s Conference January 29 ----    30, 2010:30, 2010:30, 2010:30, 2010:    
“Discover Your Hidden Talent: Service Through Christ in Your Church and Community”“Discover Your Hidden Talent: Service Through Christ in Your Church and Community”“Discover Your Hidden Talent: Service Through Christ in Your Church and Community”“Discover Your Hidden Talent: Service Through Christ in Your Church and Community”    

We offer this event to inspire you to “give back” with God’s guidance and grace. Join other American Baptist Church 
men and take time to listen for what God might have planned for you. 

Leadership: 

• Rev. Bill Painter, Director of Spiritual Services at Judson Park Retirement Community, Des Moines 
• Rev. Curtis Price, Pastor of Wedgwood Community Church, Seattle 
• Rev. Tom Nielsen, Camp Management Resources, Seattle 
 
Among the program features will be guest presentations: 

• Habitat for Humanity 
• American Baptist Men Disaster Relief 
• Senior Adult Ministry 
• World Relief 
 

Full-time attendance cost is $75.00 and includes all meals (Friday dinner through Saturday 
dinner), overnight lodging and the program. Part-time attendance cost is pro-rated at 
$55.00 for Friday night and Saturday lunch, or $40.00 for Saturday lunch and dinner. Reg-
istration forms are available in the Narthex or can be downloaded from the Camp Burton 
website.  Directions and retreat information will be sent to you upon receipt of your regis-
tration. Questions? Feel free to call Camp Burton at 206-463-2512 or visit the website: 
www.campburton.com. 
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A New Heaven and A New Earth Cultural Competency TrainingA New Heaven and A New Earth Cultural Competency TrainingA New Heaven and A New Earth Cultural Competency TrainingA New Heaven and A New Earth Cultural Competency Training    
Saturday January 23, 2010 at New Beginnings Christian Fellowship, in RentonSaturday January 23, 2010 at New Beginnings Christian Fellowship, in RentonSaturday January 23, 2010 at New Beginnings Christian Fellowship, in RentonSaturday January 23, 2010 at New Beginnings Christian Fellowship, in Renton    

An ecumenical workshop that assists in building skills to effectively communicate with a diversity of people, to initi-
ate and deepen relationships across cultural, ethnic and racial difference.  

Saturday January 23, 2010    New Beginnings Christian Fellowship 

9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.     19300 108th Ave SE in Renton 
Registration begins at 8:30 a.m. 

Who should attend?  

• Lay and clergy in leadership positions in their churches or denominational structures 
• Congregations whose communities are becoming more diverse, or are sharing or contemplating sharing facilities 
• Persons ministering cross-culturally 
• Persons who are curious about their own blocks to embracing diversity 

What does it cost? 

$25.00 per person in advance − lunch included. Registration at the door is $35. 

To Register: look for registration forms in the Narthex or contact Meesh in the office. We’ll send them in collectively 
for UBC. 



 

 

This Month’s special offering: 

Retired Ministers and Missionaries Offering. Each December American 
   Baptist Churches collect a special offering that has two functions.  First, all retired 
 ABC ministers and missionaries or their surviving spouses receive a thank-you check honoring  
their years of service.  Second, a significant amount is set aside for urgent needs of our retirees 
who worked for low salaries and have limited retirement income.  I know of 
men and women who have been able to replace glasses and hearing aides plus 
help with prescription medicine.  The Ministers and Missionaries Benefit 
Board that oversees our retirement plans is a world class organization, and we 
can be certain that our gifts are managed wisely and well. - Nancy 

Note: UBC Choir rehearses every Sunday morning at 9:15am in the Sanctuary. 
The UBC Office will be open Monday through Wednesday, December 21st - 23rd and Tuesday through Thurs-
day, December 29th - 31st. 

Thursday December 3rd 6:00pm – From Jesus to Christianity Study Group in the McAfee Parlor. 

Sunday December 6th 10:30am – Advent II: Peace. Join us for communion and Advent celebration. We will 
have a peace lamp for the Advent light, drama and Angela Farrar will dance. Nancy Darnell, preaching. 

Also Sunday December 6th, Noon to 1:30pm – “What We Believe” small group meeting after worship. The 
“What We Believe” meetings are to help the Pastoral Search Committee prepare a church profile of UBC. If you 
would like to participate in this meeting, please contact Mary Clare Benson or Mary Rolston. There will be one 
more meeting in December, time and date to be announced. 

Wednesday December 9th 6:30pm – Stewardship Council meeting in the McAfee Parlor. 

Thursday December 10th 6:00pm – From Jesus to Christianity Study Group in the McAfee Parlor. This will 
be the last meeting of the study group until Thursday January 7th, 2010. 

Sunday December 13th – Advent III: Joy. We’ll highlight our wonderful choir and Nancy will give an Advent 
meditation on joy. 

Also Sunday December 13th Noon to 3:00pm – UBC Youth at the Dunshee House Christmas tree lot. Help 
support the Dunshee House, home of Seattle AIDS Support group, by buying your Christmas tree at their annual 
tree sale.  The Christmas tree lot is open now until Christmas Eve - UBC will volunteer Dec. 13th from noon until 
3pm. Dunshee House is located at: 303 17th Avenue East on Capitol Hill in Seattle; for more information go to 
www.dunsheehouse.org or call (206) 322-2437. 

Sunday December 20th – Advent IV: Love. We’ll celebrate the UBC family, have extended drama and medita-
tion. 

Monday December 21st – Deadline for the January Beacon. Please send your items for the Beacon to Meesh 
in the office at office@ubcseattle.org or call 206-632-5188. 

(Continued on page 11) 

December at UBCDecember at UBCDecember at UBCDecember at UBC    
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Thursday December 24th 7:00pm – Christmas Eve Service. Join us 
for our annual candlelight service with scripture, song and story. After-

wards stay with your UBC family for our Christmas Eve party at 

8:15pm in the McAfee Parlor. We’ll have a Christmas movie, snacks 
and good cheer! Rhonda will provide snacks - bring a small dessert to 
share for the dessert potluck! Please bring about 2 to 3 servings of des-
sert total. 

Thursday December 24th – Friday December 25th: UBC Office 

closed. Merry Christmas! 

Sunday December 27th – Christmas Sunday: A Service of Carols. 
Come to sing your favorite carols - either ones we haven’t sung or carols you want to sing more. We’ll also have vari-
ous readings, including readings from our Advent Devotional booklet. 

Friday January 1st - UBC Office closed. Happy New Year! 

Looking Ahead to the New Year…Looking Ahead to the New Year…Looking Ahead to the New Year…Looking Ahead to the New Year…    
Thursday January 7th 6:00pm − From Jesus to Christianity Study Group resumes in the McAfee Parlor. 

Sunday January 17th 10:30am – Join us for Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr. Sunday worship, with bluesy-jazzy 
music by our wonderful UBC musicians. Worship will be led by Bev Spears and Nancy Darnell. 

Monday January 18th 6:30pm – Evergreen MLK Jr Day Worship Service at New Beginnings Christian Fellow-
ship, 19300 108th Ave SE in Renton. 

Saturday January 23rd 9:00am to 5:00pm − “A New Heaven and A New Earth” Cultural Competency Training 

at New Beginnings Christian Fellowship, 19300 108th Ave SE in Renton. This ecumenical workshop assists in build-
ing skills to effectively communicate with a diversity of people, to initiate and deepen relationships across cultural, 
ethnic and racial differences. Call the Evergreen office at 253-859-2226 to request a registration form or look for one 
in the Narthex. Advance registration $25 / $35 at the door - includes lunch. 

Sunday January 24th after worship − UBC Annual Meeting. 

Friday January 29th − Saturday January 30th - Camp Burton Men’s Conference: Discover Your Hidden Talent: 
Service Through Christ in Your Church and Community. This retreat is offered to inspire men to “give back” with 
God’s guidance and grace. Join other ABC men and take time to listen for what God might have planned for you. See 
page 9, pickup a registration form in the Narthex, or go to www.campburton.com for more information. 

(Continued from page 10) 

Come Home for Christmas 

Join your UBC family for the 
Christmas Eve Service and Party!. 

Save the Date! 

The UBC 2010 Winter Retreat will be Friday February 12th through Monday February 15th 

(President’s Day). We’ll have fun in the snow at Cascade Meadows. 

Watch for more information next month! 
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The BeaconThe BeaconThe BeaconThe Beacon    
University Baptist Church 

4554 12th Ave NE 
Seattle, WA 98105 

206-632-5188 

www.ubcseattle.org 

Interim Minister 
Nancy Darnell 

 
Minister of Music 
Margaret Paynton 

 
Office Manager 
Meesh Cobban 

All original material © University 
Baptist Church – Seattle, WA 
 
Deadline for the January issue 

is Monday December 21st. 
Please send submissions to Meesh 
at: ubcseattle@gmail.com. 

 
Minutes of the previous meeting were discussed and approved as amended. 
 
Pastor’s Report 

Faithful Steward: The SC voted to purchase Faithful Steward software. 
 
Directory:  Meesh will be putting a new congregational address and phone directory together very soon. 
 
Teen Feed: University Christian Church will begin hosting a teen feed on Friday nights starting in January 
2010. UCC has asked if UBC would like to participate. UCC has requested 2 people per week from UBC 
between 6:30 - 8:00 every Friday. This will be announced at the upcoming business meeting and a sign up 
form will be distributed. 
 
Church Clerk: The SC provided comments on Joanne’s draft updated membership list. Joanne will be writ-
ing to inactive members. Carol Sutton has requested UBC membership.  
 
Volunteer Coordinator: Rhonda passed out a chart showing volunteer sign ups and activities. 15 people 
had handed in forms for volunteering. A few more are expected. 
 
Treasurer: The insurance money for the sound system arrived. David Spears will be installing the new sys-
tem.  Mary Clare distributed the proposed 2010 budget for review. Mary R. reported on pledging. The total 
number of people pledging is 33 so far for 2010; this is 10 fewer than last year.  
 
Church Life: American Baptist Women held a lunch for telling “Coming Home” stories, which was a good 
start for the Advent Booklet. The Congregational Care team will be visiting Virginia Nielson and Priscilla 
Chong Jue.  
 
Building and Office Update: The Disciple Makers of Christ group will be renting the McAfee Parlor start-
ing Nov. 15.  
 
PSRT: Margie Paynton wrote to PSRT requesting that the church formalize the title of Minister of Music. 
The SC all agreed to affirm Margie’s request. Margie will select a team of advisors and write an ordination 
paper. 
 
Pastoral Search: UBC’ers will be meeting in homes to discuss beliefs to add to the church profile. By the 
Jan 2010 Annual Meeting, the pastoral search committee hopes to have a draft church profile written.  
 
Submitted by Joanne Wright, Church Clerk. 

UBC Stewardship Council Meeting Notes UBC Stewardship Council Meeting Notes UBC Stewardship Council Meeting Notes UBC Stewardship Council Meeting Notes ----    November 11, 2009November 11, 2009November 11, 2009November 11, 2009    
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